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OCLC OVERVIEW



OCLC – all about the community
• Non-for-profit library member cooperative

• Fully functional suite of products and services

• Engagement as a differentiator

– OCLC Research

– Partnership

– Community driven



LINKED DATA AS A COOPERATIVE 

EFFORT
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A large centralized infrastructure is needed.

Custom applications and interfaces are needed.

Shared, homogeneous, and  
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Well-accepted context: 
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bibliographic & authority work
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heterogeneous, de-centralized collections

…with tools for hand-matching, semi-

automated reconciliation

Granular context: 

About, Depicts, Annotations, Notes

Blurs the line between object description & 

context description

This will facilitate new Knowledge Work in libraries.
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WHY A LIBRARY

INFRASTRUCTURE?



Multi-lingual, 

interconnected, 

context-rich metadata 

for all material types

Low barrier

Library specific

Shaped and 

governed by OCLC 
and library 

community

Serving cultural 

heritage
Linked to general 

purpose data hubs

linked data



So what are we building? 
• An ecosystem for entities

– Sustainable production infrastructure for libraries, at scale

• Metadata management tools 

for legacy and next-gen data

– Workflow and integration support

– Ability to ingest, transform, publish 

in (almost) any schema

• In partnership with libraries and 

cultural heritage institutions
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Long-term Guiding Principles
• Persistent URIs (OCLC commitment)

• Optimized for storage, use and exchange of unique 

identifiers of ALL types

• Infrastructure tolerant of the heterogeneity of standards, 

practices, and metadata structures libraries need

• All libraries can benefit

• Continued support for and integration with MARC



Project outputs…

• 150+ million 
entities w/ 
persistent URIs

• Production

• Foundational 
infrastructure

Entity 

infrastructure

• AKA SEMI UI

• Search, view, 
create, or edit 
WorldCat 
Entities

• Widely available

• No sign-in
and no fee

• Search and view 
WorldCat Entities

• WorldCat Entity 
Search API 
(search and view)

• WorldCat Entity 
Management API 
(search, view, 
create, and edit)

Public website
(free)

Basic user 

interface 
Entity APIs



… and continued development

• 150+ million 
entities w/ 
persistent URIs

• Production

• Foundational 
infrastructure

Entity 

infrastructure

• Search, view, 
create, or edit 
WorldCat
Entities

• Widely available

• No sign-in
and no fee

• Search and view 
WorldCat Entities

• WorldCat Entity 
Search API 

• WorldCat Entity 
Management API

Public website
(free)

Basic user 

interface 
Entity APIs Moving forward

• Development 
partner phase

• General release

• Additional 
functionality 
(ongoing)



Stay tuned

• Stay tuned slide, mention future press release



Relevance in the UK
• Governance and mission of OCLC extends globally

• Plan M and Jisc efforts – National Metadata Agreement

– What’s in it for libraries?

• Advocacy and Engagement – essential

• Community driven efforts will ensure success







Questions?

Fiona Carr
Sales Account Manager, UKI - South

fiona.carr@oclc.org


